
 

THE 6 KEY CONCEPTS OF THE POTENTIALIST MOVEMENT 
 

 

1. In contrast to the prevailing worldview that there is a purpose for everything, and a master plan 

in which a supernatural force gives direction and meaning to life; we start with a worldview that 
powerful ”natural” forces exist, but that ”nature is neither kind not cruel but impartial”.  No 

mysterious force works with deliberate intent either for us or against us nor gives life “meaning” 
per se. Life offers but one thing — the opportunity to exist and make of it what we will. As such, 
the responsibility rests upon us (as the life form having the most impact on the world) to make 

life “meaningful and enjoyable” (a task we accept by default rather than through arrogance).      
Given this great opportunity and challenge, we accept our responsibility and place our belief 
in“human potential”. What we make of life and the world around us —“rests in our hands”. 

 

 

2. Since it is up to  us to determine ”what makes life enjoyable and meaningful”, we must use our 
best human resource to do so. As the statue The Thinker depicts, the use of human “intelligence” 
has been the key resource responsible for human advancement and life-improving develop- 

ments throughout all of human history. We rely upon rational analysis, self-reliant thinking, 
creativity, and problem-solving — rather than spirituality and faith — to make sense of life 
and the world around us and to determine “what makes life enjoyable and meaningful”. 

 

 

3. As Potentialists, we view “self-actualization” as the best way to make life enjoyable and 

meaningful. As such, we're able to achieve the “realization of human potential” through 

the ongoing process of (1) being open to new experiences and possibilities, and (2) fully and 

constructively developing and applying one's talents to one's interests for the sense of 
enjoyment and accomplishment that results. This approach is what primarily answers the age- 

old question of “what makes life enjoyable and meaningful”. What is nice is that healthy happy 

self-actualizing individuals are the people most capable of having a positive effect on all else. 
 

 

4. Our philosophy recognizes that SELF, SOCIETY, & ENVIRONMENT are inherently inter- 
woven and interdependent upon each other, and that we are responsible for all three. This 

is an important development in terms of people being able to select a philosophy to live by that 
recognizes that the regard for one's SELF is not enough — that we must incorporate values and 

responsibilities as well toward the SOCIETIES and ENVIRONMENTS which we depend upon and 
create. It’s a simple concept: ”The well-being of each — depends upon the well-being of all”. 
 

 

Using the “triune symbol” as a framework to build upon, we have assembled a very 

comprehensive set of beliefs, values, and responsibilities for each element; thus making 

it easy for people to understand and apply them in daily living. With a combined total 
of well over 120 values for SELF, SOCIETY, and ENVIRONMENT clearly established and 

explained, all the necessary elements now exist for establishing a sensible 21st century 

“worldview and philosophy to live by” so that an enjoyable and meaningful life can 

result  —  or at least in “concept form.”   But “concepts” by themselves are not enough. 
 

 

 

5. Having a strong dynamic supportive institution and a thoroughly 

explained and documented “worldview and philosophy to live by” 

are vitally important in order for a new belief and value system to 

be able to emerge, prosper, and prevail. It is one thing to finally have 

a sensible philosophy to live by in “concept form”, but in order for such 

a philosophy to actually take hold, good early and ongoing education, 
support groups, and detailed implementation programs are needed. 

 

 

6. In line with the importance of actually being able to put a worthy philosophy like ours into 

practice, what makes everything come together in an optimum  way  is  a  conducive 

environment in which to operate. This requires having a community in which the philoso- 

phy of the Potentialist Movement can be applied to the very environment in which we live, learn, 
work, shop, and play — an ideal place where we can apply our potential, “self-actualize”, 
contribute, have a sense of belonging, fit in, find support, be in a beautiful environment, and 

experience the fullest sense of enjoyment and accomplishment that is humanly possible. Such 

communities are the ultimate demonstration projects for establishing credibility by example. 


